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Valley View News 

Dear Valley View Families, 

We are off to a great start to the school year. As you may have seen on our 

school website, and through other social media outlets, we are engaging in a 

school attendance campaign to educate parents and students on the im-

portance of being in school. We are working with Columbia Academy and the 

district communications department to reach out to parents and encourage    

them to get their students to school every day. As a school, we are monitoring our daily attend-

ance very closely to identify families who may need extra support. On a given day, we are seeing  

about 22 students absent from school. We understand students may get sick, and there are family 

emergencies. However, we also know how chronic absenteeism can affect a student’s academic 

performance. If you are unsure if your child is sick enough to stay home, please feel free to contact 

our nurse for added advice. Together we will ensure your child will be healthy and successful at 

school! 

The following facts are part of the https://www.attendanceworks.org. 
 

1. Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict poor attendance throughout the school year. Half 
the students who miss 2-4 days in September go on to miss nearly a month of school. 

 

 2. Over 8 million U.S. students miss nearly a month of school each year.  

 
 3. Absenteeism and its ill effects start early. One in 10 kindergarten and first grade students are chronically 
absent.  

 
 4. Poor attendance can influence whether children read proficiently by the end of third grade or be held 
back.  

 

 5. By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indicator that a student will drop out of high school.  

 
 6. Research shows that missing 10 percent of the school, or about 18 days in most school districts, negatively affects a student’s academic 
performance. That’s just two days a month and that’s known as chronic absence.  

 
7. Students who live in communities with high levels of poverty are four times more likely to be chronically absent than others often for rea-
sons beyond their control, such as unstable housing, unreliable transportation and a lack of access to health care.  

8. When students improve their attendance rates, they improve their academic prospects and chances for graduating.  

9. Attendance improves when schools engage students and parents in positive ways and when schools provide mentors for chronically absent 
students.  

10. Most school districts and states don’t look at all the right data to improve school attendance. They track how many students show up 
every day and how many are skipping school without an excuse, but not how many are missing so many days in excused and unexcused ab-
sence that they are headed off track academically.  

On a different note, we are always looking to boost our enrollment.  If you know anyone who is looking for a school or is inter-

ested in transferring, please refer them to us to receive a tour and further information. 
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Jason Kuhlman 
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Third Grade 

Hello from Third Grade! 

We are off to a wonderful start this school year! We have really enjoyed getting to know our new group of 

students. The first few weeks of school we spent time building caring and motivating classroom communi-

ties. Students have worked together to develop their hopes and dreams for this year and establish class-

room rules that will help us reach our goals. So far in reading, we have focused on making connections and 

asking questions with our readings. Students have reviewed basic addition and subtraction concepts and 

learned to round and estimate to solve answers in math. For writing, students have been collaborating with 

partners to write a biography.  

Please remember to read and practice math 

facts every night with your student. Success is 

a team effort! 

This year, 3rd graders will be using one-to-

one Chromebooks in all subjects to supple-

ment their learning. It’s been very engaging! 

We will also be visiting the Minnesota Zoo 

this month to learn all about penguins! We 

are looking forward to a year of learning, 

growth, and fun together! 

Second Grade 

Second grade is off to a busy start! We recently took a walking 

field trip to our district community garden. Our new agricultural 

specialist led the students through a 5 senses scientist activity. 

Students explored the garden as they went on a scavenger hunt, 

looking for things to touch, taste (the raspberries were deli-

cious!), see, smell, and hear. We had a lot of fun and it was a 

beautiful day for an outdoor field trip. This outdoor afternoon 

connected to the science unit we are studying in our classrooms 

this fall, plants. We have learned about the four parts of a plant: 

the roots, stem, leaves, and flower. We also drew it in a labeled 

diagram. We have even been singing about the parts of a plant, 

thanks to Mr. W’s songwriting expertise! Have your 2nd grader 

sing it to you! 

What plants need song 

Sung To “BINGO” 

 

Do you know what a plant needs? 

Listen, I will tell you 

Sunlight, water, soil, air 

Sunlight, water, soil, air 

Sunlight, water, soil, air 

And then your plant will grow-o! 
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Science 

Valley View News 

Visual Arts 

 Hello Valley View families!  

We have already learned so many exciting things in science during September and October. In November 

we will continue to discover new ideas about the world around us. In third grade, students have worked 

hard on learning the physics of sound. Third graders have investigated the volume, pitch, and how sound 

travels through different states of matter. We even learned about the anatomy of the ear! Fourth graders 

have been working on the properties of water. They have also learned 

about the water cycle. Finally, fifth graders have been working labs to ob-

serve how landforms change and the importance of natural resources. It has 

been a great start to the year, packed with learning, asking questions, and 

making discoveries.   

Starting second quarter, third grade can look forward to studying light and 

engineering. Fourth grade will explore magnetism and electricity, and fifth 

grade will learn about variables and dig deeper into the scientific method. 

We have some fun scientific field trips lined up so students can get ready to 

work hard and explore science! 

Greetings from Visual Arts! 

We are off to a great start in the visual arts room. We created a collaborative dot mural. Each student 

learned about making their mark and working together. 

There will be three art shows this year. I will submit 25 art pieces to Banfill--Locke Center for the Arts— 

“Kids-Do-Art” Show in February. Every student will submit their favorite artwork to Valley View’s Arts 

Showcase on April 30th, and I will submit 150 pieces to the district’s Fine Arts Showcase—Expressions at 

Silverwood Park in late May. I will hold on to all of the students’ artwork until all of these shows are over 

and send the work home in a portfolio that they will decorate. 

In addition to our artistic skills, we are 

working on life skills: Persistence— as art-

ists, we make mistakes and keep trying, as 

well as, self-direction—students are using 

the Promethean Board to track the pro-

gress of their projects and take control of 

their learning. 
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PTO Information 

Valley View News 

Important Dates 

Nov. 4th & 5th   No School 

Nov. 7th 5-6:30 PM EL Family Night 

Nov. 12th   Picture Retake Day 

  7 PM  School Board Meeting 

Nov. 14th 5:30-6:30 PM PreK & K Registration  

    Night 

  6 PM  PTO Meeting 

Nov. 22nd   Wear a Hat Day! 

Nov. 25th   Last day of ENCORE tri. 1 

Nov. 26th 7 PM  School Board Meeting 

Nov. 28th & 29th  No School 

Dec. 9th   1st Day of ENCORE      

    Trimester 2 

Dec. 12th 6 PM  PTO Meeting 

Fun  

Facts 

On Venus, the planet, it 

rains metal. 

A tsunami can travel as fast 

as a jet plane. 

A crocodile cannot stick 

its tongue out. 

It’s hard to believe that November is almost here! We 

just finished our week of fundraising at Jersey Mike’s—

thanks for supporting our school! It was great to see 

many of you during the book fair and at conferences on 

October 24th. If you missed the book fair, you have one 

more opportunity this week, on October 30th, which is 

also a conference night. PTO will be selling cookies, and 

gently-used uniforms at conferences (cash only)—come 

check it out! We especially have a lot of Valley View 

fleece jackets to sell for only $5.00 each! Stay posted for 

our fall/winter catalog sale, coming soon, with lots of 

items for sale to support Valley View. Outside of fund-

raising, our PTO will be doing more outreach in each 

grade level to share ways that you can get involved and 

volunteer. Our next PTO meeting is Thursday, Novem-

ber 14th at 6:00 PM in the Media Center. Hope to see 

you there! 

Principal Jason Kuhlman         763-528-4205 

 

Assistant Principal Leslee Sherk            763-528-4216 

 

Secretary Shari Gestson                763-528-4201 

 

Urban Liaison Adriana Morales           763-528-4256 

 

Health Kelly Bozovsky-Ruth                    763-528-4203 

 

Social Worker Carlie Ross        763-528-4246 
 

Attendance Line                  763-528-4204 
*This is a message line. Please call before 9 AM or 

you will receive a call stating your child is not in 

school.* 

Important Phone Numbers Secure Schools 

Valley View Elementary is a secured building during 

school hours. At 7:55 a.m. the front entrance interior 

doors are automatically locked using a computerized 

system.  

 

Parents and visitors must stop at the secure window 

to gain entrance from the secretary anytime between 

7:00 a.m.-2:40 p.m. A state issued driver’s license 

or ID will be required to enter the building. 

 

Children should not be escorted to their classrooms. 

We want to foster independence while keeping our 

school safe and secure. 


